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                                                                                                       1 August 2008 

Professor Alan Templeton

Regius Professor of Obstetrics and Gynaecology

University of Aberdeen

Aberdeen Maternity Hospital

Foresterhill

Aberdeen AB25 2ZD

Mrs Angela Canning

Head of Midwifery Services

Princess Royal University Hospital

Farnborough Common

Orpington

Kent BR6 8ND

Dear Professor Templeton and Mrs Canning

Re Review to Explore Options for Maternity Care Outside Hospital in Hertfordshire
DacCom is a Practice-Based Commissioning Group comprising the 19 General Practices of Hemel Hempstead and environs and represents 95 General Practitioners (GPs) and their staff.

The DacCom executive was surprised to learn from its patient representatives that in the course of your review you were apparently advised that Dacorum General Practitioners have no interest in providing Maternity Care for their patients.

This seemed a disturbingly inaccurate assessment of Dacorum GPs’ commitment to Maternity Services and in response to this disclosure, DacCom commissioned a survey of all Dacorum Practices to assess current provision and reflect the actual views of their GP shareholders. 
There was a rapid and unanimous response from all 19 Practices. The results are summarised as follows:

· All Practices host midwife sessions on their premises, a minimum of one per week, larger practices hosting up to 4 per week

· All Practices provide GP support for Ante-Natal and Post-Natal Care which includes care relating specifically to the pregnancy, routine clinical care of pregnant patients, and availability at short notice to see the midwife’s booked patients if for any reason she is unable to attend a clinic session. 
· Several Dacorum GPs have a special interest in Women’s Health with post-graduate training in Obstetrics and Gynaecology to Diploma level. Three GPs are available for intra-partum care.

Dacorum GPs regard the care of mothers and children to be a vital responsibility of Family Practice and feel very strongly that the removal of this service from General Practice Surgeries would be seriously detrimental to patient well-being and safety in that it could lead to a dangerous and costly combination of fragmentation and duplication of services, together with loss of holistic and continuing care of the patient and wider family. 

All Practices emphasised in their response the importance of this provision for patients especially now that there are no longer local hospital maternity services, many patients are dependent on public transport and direct access to midwives has been severely compromised by workforce shortages. 

There are grave concerns over the effect on quality and safety of patient care, record- keeping and communication with other health professionals should this service be removed from General Practice.

I am therefore writing as a representative of the DacCom Executive and all Dacorum GPs to make you aware of our strong views on provision of Maternity Care in our locality and to emphasise the importance of the General Practitioner as a service provider.

We would welcome a meeting with you to discuss this further.

Yours sincerely

Dr NV Tiwari MB ChB MRCGP DCH DRCOG

e-mail vimal32@doctors.org.uk

Enc: Paper submitted to Council of the Royal College of General Practitioners July 2008 
Copy to:

Mrs Catherine Pelley, Assistant Director Children’s Commissioning, East and North Herts PCT and West Herts PCT, Charter House, Parkway, Welwyn Garden City AL8 6JL

Mrs Caroline Johnson, member of Dacorum Patients Group, for circulation to Dacorum Patients Group
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